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INTRODUCTION

Human Trafficking and modern day slavery are huge
issues for Malaysia and this region. The buying and
selling of human beings is estimated to be the
second largest criminal business in the world worth
billions of dollars, and this region accounts for the
biggest share of it.

Men, women and children are being trafficked, for
labour, for sex, for child slavery, and/or for human or-
gans, both into Malaysia and out of Malaysia.

The Malaysian government’s response has been to
pass legislation (2007) and to establish a Council on
Human Trafficking (MAPO) to coordinate government
policy initiatives and programmes. But there was a
distinct lack of political will from the previous govern-
ment in tackling the difficult and huge issues related
to human trafficking. This has reached the point
where the US TIP Report has again (in 2018) demoted
Malaysia to Tier 2 Watch List.

So it is time to take stock of where we are up to with
human trafficking, and to look at what we in Malaysia
need to do to consolidate actions and

collaborations to seriously tackle this awful issue.

MAPO and PLAN OF ACTION IR

MAPQO is the key government body responsible for agreeing and implement-
ing policy on human trafficking. The Council brings together key stakeholders,
including Ministry representatives and the five enforcement agencies, and
works to a Plan of Action. But there is not enough transparency or outreach
to potential key partners elsewhere in Malaysia, and probably not nearly
enough resourcing. Recommendations are as follows:

a) Re-structure MAPO to involve more non-government
members, and to make MAPO more accountable through an
Annual Report which has to be debated and passed by Parlia-
ment.

b) The various sub-committees of MAPO to meet at least four
times a year) and to widen their membership to

include representatives from refugee and migrant
communities, more non-government members, and more
persons from outside KL, including from East Malaysia. Travel
would need to be covered.

c) The minutes of all MAPO meetings (Council and
committee/sub-committees) to be published on the MAPO
website within one week of such meetings, so that the public
can follow actions and become more involved.

d) A clear, properly resourced strategy (with a transparent
and adequate budget) to be published and implemented, with
targets for progress. This would include substantive
indicators of partnerships with CBOs and NGOS, with regular
updates of progress reported on MAPQ’s website.

e) The current Plan of Action to be independently and assidu-
ously evaluated, and results and recommendations to be pub-
lished on the website and fully debated at MAPO meetings. A
new Plan of Action to be produced out of this, and adopted by
the new and re-vamped MAPO.
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real criminals, including human traffickers?

c) Does MAPO have a strategy for a concerted
attack on sex trafficking, with targets and a
plan of action of activities over the next five
years, including targets for sensitisation of
enforcement agencies and first responders,
for example? How is the effectiveness of this
being monitored? How is MAPO cooperating
with local CBOs, NBOs, communities and
councils?

WANG KELIAN

Where is the justice
for those who died
in the horror camps
of Wang Kelian? Will
the Royal Commis-
sion be truly inde-
pendent and
conduct the enquiry
with integrity, with-
out fear or favour?
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